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Let’s hope this Summer is better than 2020! 
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I experienced a interesting situation this Spring as I decided to take my 

2019 Grand Sport out of storage.  A lot of people believe in storing their car 

and every couple of weeks, starting it up to essentially bring everything up 

to temperature; however, I’m the type that stores the car in November, puts 

a battery maintainer on it, and starts it up again in April. 

 

Well, this year, on one of the 80 degree days that are rare in April, I went 

into the garage to get everything ready for the start up.  To my surprise, the 

door didn’t open.  The fob didn’t work and of course the battery was dead, 

even though it had a battery maintainer on it since November. 

 

After opening the rear hatch with the key and pulling the emergency cord, 

the door popped open.  But the sound it made was not correct.  Because 

the battery was dead, the window didn’t drop down the small amount to get 

it out of the gasket. 

 

Bottom line, why was the battery dead after being on a maintainer for 6 

months?  First off, my battery maintainer was not the most expensive and I 

realized that it was only putting out 800mA, not even 1 amp.  It turns out 

that the C7’s may draw more than 800mA just sitting still.  Thus the battery 

was going dead even though the maintainer showed complete charging.   

 

I now have a Battery Tender brand maintainer that puts out 4 amps instead 

of the mere 800mA.   The battery now stays fully charged!  Check the 

output of your battery maintainers so this doesn’t happen to you. 

FROM THE  
EDITOR: 

 

By David Modra 
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A GOOD REASON TO HAVE A FIRE EXTINGUISHER IN YOUR CAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fellow was working on his car in the garage when he heard a pop and started 

to see smoke come from under the hood.  Not having a fire extinguisher handy, he 

had to push the car out of the garage in order to stop the other cars in his garage 

from being burnt also.   By the time the fire department arrived, it was toast.  Car 

fires on older Corvettes can happen anytime.  Be careful, protect your car. 
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GM Suspends New Orders for 2021 Corvette. 

Near the middle of March, GM sent out the following memo to it’s Chevrolet dealers 

due to overwhelming response to purchase and the fact that production has had some 

stoppage because of the shortage of computer chips. 

Due to continued overwhelming response to the 2021 Corvette and to 

avoid false customer expectations, it will be necessary to suspend the 

ability to create a sold order (SRE) beginning March 26, 2021. This does 

not prevent you from processing existing sold orders (SRE) within 

allocation, nor creating and processing a normal stock order (TRE). 

Unplanned downtime has impacted the overall 2021 Model Year Corvette 

production schedule. We are suspending SRE’s now in an effort to avoid 

cancelling orders that will not be built within the current schedule and 

disappointing customers in the process. We anticipate you will be able to 

submit orders for 2022MY Corvettes in early July.  

The other piece of info supplied here tells dealers that GM expects them to start 

submitting orders for the 2022 model year in early July. So it appears that the rumored 

end of the model year’s final production week of July 19th is now out the window and 

we will probably see 2021 production continue into August to make up for those 

weeks that were lost due to supply chain issues earlier this year.   Stay tuned!  

Ultimate Trivia Challenge Is Back 
 

 

1)  Although the movie “Corvette Summer” was to have taken place 

in 1972, it was first released in 1978.  But the real question is: 

What year Corvette was it? 

 

 

A)  1978       B)   1972      C)    1973       D)   1976 

 

                                 (answer on next page) 

https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2021/03/04/rumor-final-week-of-2021-corvette-production-is-said-to-be-july-19th/


 7 

 

 

2021 KMCC Calendar At  A Glance  

 

MAY:       City Limits Bar and Banquet Hall                        5:15 PM           Wed. the 5th 

                3627 County Road CR, Manitowoc, WI             Meal begins at 6:30 PM                  

    

JUN:        To Be Determined                                                7:30 PM            Wed. the 2nd 

                       

NOTE:  At this point, the club events will be determined by the spread or lack of 

spread of the virus within the state.  Adjustments may have to be made 

accordingly.   We will  try to keep everyone advised to any changes as soon as 

possible. 

 

In case of inclement weather: Members will be notified by email no later than 5:30 

pm should a membership meeting be cancelled due to weather or other reasons.  

Corvette Trivia Answers: 
 

  1)   It was a '73 Corvette with the base L48 350 and Turbo 350 automatic trans-
mission. Then it got rear-ended in traffic—hard. So hard that the insurance compa-
ny declared it a total loss. Next stop, the junkyard. While awaiting its turn in the 
crusher, who should come along and "discover" the wounded Corvette but Produc-
er Matthew Robbins and Director Hal Barwood. It was perfect for the movie they 
had in development, in which a high school kid builds his ultimate dream Corvette.  

UPDATE ON 2020 WHEEL PROBLEMS 

 

Now a technical bulletin has been issued for poor castings on 2020 

Corvette wheels.  Apparently, pot holes are not the only problems for 

wheels as GM has said about the faulty cracked wheels on C7 ZO6’s and 

GS’s.  When you try to make cheap wheels and put extremely ridged tires 

on them, something has to give. 

 

Check out the Technical Bulletin on pages 10 and 11.  And then GM tells the 

dealers not to have any wheels in stock due to the “small” numbers of 

problems.  So if it’s your wheels, don’t expect fast replacement. 
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                PRESIDENT           VICE PRESIDENT           SECRETARY             TREASURER 

        Mary Lou Haen             Gary Hoppe                Bob  O’Keefe          Rick Waldbauer 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

              
   

                                                              NCCC GOVENOR 

                                                            Dick Huibregtse       

 

 

Coming Soon  

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

KMCC would like to give a warm welcome to our new members: 
 

 

     
ENJOY THE RIDE AND “SAVE THE WAVE” 

 
 

One late renewal 
 

We are now at 122 members 
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CURRENT BOARD MEMBER EMAILS 

 

 President      marylou@roadamerica.com 
 

 Vice President     hopshop@comcast.com 
 

 Secretary      bndokeefe@att.net 
 

 Treasurer      rvette@charter.net 
 

 NCCC Governor     dick@corvettesports.com 

KMCC STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

 

Membership Chair:  Mary Ann Waldbauer 
 
Club Merchandise:   Mary Lou Haen 
  
PR:  Mary Lou Haen   
 
Newsletter:  David Modra 
 
Website:  Joe Vopal 
 
Sunshine Committee:  Juliana Schulz 
 
Corvette Corral:  Kermit Schulz, Chairperson, Tom Curelli, Chuck Tuschl,  
 

                                 and Leon Wilterdink 
 
Sargent at Arms:  Mark Theime 
 
Club Library:  WCCA Rep, Herb Buhl 
 
Roster / Points Calculations:  Gary Hoppe 
 
50 / 50 Raffle Chair:  John Suchocki 
 
Club Historian: Robert Wood 
 
August IMSA Activities:  John Rische 

PLEASE NOTE:  Kettle Kapers is a monthly publication of the Kettle Moraine Corvette 

Club.   Contents of Kettle Kapers is based on source material believed to be accurate.  No 

legal responsibility for completeness is assumed, however, all articles, letters, or material 

must be submitted for publication by the 15th of each month.  Material submitted after 

that date will be on a space available basis as time permits.  Thank you for your 

consideration.    Please send all correspondence to:  grdsp63@mchsi.com. 
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Getting Your Corvette Out of Winter Storage 

1. If the battery was on a charge make sure it is up to full charge before any attempt to start 

the car.  

2. Check underneath the car to make sure no fluids are leaking or were leaking.  

3. Check under the hood and under the car and inside to make sure no rodents made a 

home in the car or in the engine compartment. Make sure the exhaust pipe is clear and 

open.  

4. Check all the fluids to make sure they are up to the recommended factory specifications. 

This includes the oil, the radiator, the power steering pump, and the master braker cylinder.  

5. Double check the anti-freeze in the radiator to make sure it was not leaking or it was not 

sufficient to protect the engine from freezing.  

6. Check for any leaks around all the heater hoses and cooling hoses to make sure there 

was not leaks or any evidence of dripping.  

7. Check all the belts for any cracks and wear. If cracks are evident then replacement may 

be necessary before using the car for an extended period.  

8. Now the car can be started. If fuel stabilizer was used when the car was put in storage 

then it may start up right away. If the fuel tank was low and not filled and fuel stabilizer was 

not used then condensation might have entered the fuel tank. The car should start right 

away but may run rough until the fuel gets into the fuel delivery system.  

9. Now is a good time to check all the tires including the spare if the car has one. The cold 

weather sometimes will cause the tires to lose some inflation.  

10. Once the car is running check for any leaks under the car and around the engine.  

11. Once the car is warmed up it is now a good time to check the automatic transmission 

fluid if the car has automatic transmission.  

12. If the car is driven make sure you check the brakes before driving too far to make sure 

they are fully operational.  

13. Once the car is fully warmed up check again to make sure you have no leaks and again 

check the engine oil. If it is dirty or passed the recommend change time then it must be 

changed.                                            Article is Courtesy of Jerry Mulick, NSCC 
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KMCC SPRING 2021 FAMILY BRUNCH 

Altona Supper Club, New Holstein, WI. 

 

On Sunday, April 25th, with some Covid-19 restrictions being relaxed, 

approximately 45 KMCC members and guests were able to gather for brunch at 

the Altona Supper Club in New Holstein, WI.  

 

It was great to see many of the members again and truly, it was just great to see 

and be able to talk to people again after all of the quarantine time.  

 

The brunch menu was fantastic with everything from 

various types of eggs to chicken and ribs.  And don’t 

forget the dessert table, not to mention the Bloody 

Mary's or Old Fashions before brunch.   The friends 

and the food couldn’t be beat.  A big “thanks”  to Herb 

and Lou Ann Buhl for planning and coordinating the 

event!  While the temps were cold, the friendship was 

as warm as ever. 

 

Above picture courtesy of Leon Wilterdink 
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Former KMCC Member Passes Away 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty L. Machtig of Sheboygan, passed away the morning of April 17th, 2021 at 

Sunny Ridge Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 

 

Betty worked as a CNA for the visiting Nurse Association.  She was also a 

foster grandparent at James Madison Elementary School.  She was especially 

well-known as the happy crossing guard at School Street in Sheboygan Falls, 

smiling, waving, and brightening everyone's day.   

 

That’s how we remember her at KMCC, always smiling and willing to provide 

help to the club.  

Information courtesy of Kermit and Juliana Schulz 
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The Kettle Kapers is the monthly publication of the Kettle 
Moraine Corvette Club, LTD.  General correspondence to the 
K.M.C.C. may be directed to Post Office Box 621, Sheboygan, 
WI 53082-0621. Visit us online at www.kmccwi.org.  Thanks to 
Joe Vopal for creation and maintenance of the KMCC club 
website. 
 

Any news or events for The Kettle Kapers should be directed to 
the newsletter editor: David Modra at grdsp63@mchsi.com by 
the 15th of each month for inclusion.  Thanks to Road America 
for their support. 

 


